UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK QPBiGE*^ 




BEFORE THE BOARD OF PATENT APPEALS J(JL 1 B 
AND INTERFERENCES / 



Ex parte TAKENORI KOHDA, TERUO KOYANAGI 
and KEN MASUMITUS, 



Application No. 09/855,281 



ORDER RETURNING UNDOCKETED APPEAL TO EXAMINER 



This application was received electronically at the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences on June 27, 2007. A review of the application has revealed that the 
application is not ready for docketing as an appeal. Accordingly, the application is 
herewith being returned to the examiner. The matter requiring attention prior to 
docketing is identified below: 

A Reply Brief was filed on February 20, 2007 in response to the Examiner's 

Answer mailed February 18, 2006. However, in accordance with the revision 

effective September 13, 2004, 37 CFR § 41.43 states: 

. . . After receipt of a reply brief in compliance with [37 CFR] § 41.41, 
the primary examiner must acknowledge receipt and entry of the reply 



brief.... 
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A review of the application indicates that the reply brief has not been entered 
into PALM nor has it been considered by the examiner. Correction is required. 
Accordingly, it is 

ORDERED that the application is returned to the examiner: 

1) for consideration of the reply brief filed February 20, 2007; 

2) to have the reply brief filed February 20, 2007 entered into Patent 
Application Location and Monitoring System (PALM); 

3) for written acknowledgment of entry of reply brief to the appellants; and 

4) for such further action as may be appropriate. 
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